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FROM THE EDITOR 
The “clean sweep” of the visiting New Zealanders is now “history” but perhaps 
what is more important from the point of view of Australian Test Cricket, is the 
success of the top-order batting and especially that of the new Number 3, Manus 
Labuschagne. With the current talk of “four-day Test matches”, traditionalists like 
myself will be hoping that this does not eventuate. Let us think of our English 
colleagues for once – they would have been deprived of a Test match win over 
South Africa which occurred recently only on Day 5. 
It is again the turn of President Alan McCarthy to present the regular 

President/Vice-President column. In this case, some readers will be interested to read Alan’s 
comments on an article taken from Playing the Game and which was published in the December 
issue. 
In this issue, I am pleased to be able to bring readers the “Daily Diary” from Tony Medina, following 
his CV/New Zealand exchange visit to the Canterbury Region. Many thanks to Tony for the detailed 
text which makes interesting reading, and which is aided by his excellent pictures. Also, please note 
the front-cover picture for this issue, which Tony has included specifically for the benefit of his “New 
Zealand friends”! 
My own article entitled “What About Spinners?” was prompted partly by the performance of a young 
spinner in a recent Premier match but also by comments in the press by Shane Warne concerning 
Nathan Lyon’s position in the team for the Sydney Test. How wrong did Lyon’s 10 wickets for the 
match prove these comments to be! 
Most readers will know Eric Kelly’s ability as a Teacher and CV Mentor, but few will be aware of his 
recent role as a Tutor for young people seeking to gain a driving licence through the L2P programme 
which is now happening in the City of Moreland. This article has been brought to my attention and I 
acknowledge the Moreland Leader for the text and associated image. 
Some readers may have watched the BBL match in Launceston recently, during which the players 
left the field following some most fierce weather conditions, not rain initially, but lightning. Many 
thanks to Phil Gillespie who was on-field to observe this lightning display and for giving us his 
thoughts on the match. 
At about this time last year we were pleased to welcome Luke Uthenwoldt to the CV Panel from 
SACUSA. Another South Australian, Tony Trist, has joined our ranks, having recently moved to 
Victoria. Many will know Tony from his participation in recent Crockett Shield matches but others 
will be interested to read his “bio” which he has kindly sent me to publish in this issue. 
Again, thanks to John Collins for his ongoing “Wisdom” column. May I repeat the invitation for any 
reader to contribute to this column.  Any wise comments are worth repeating so please submit them, 
together with their source. Macca’s Book Review column this month, with again thanks to Alan 
McCarthy, features the recent publication of the story of the Dam Busters in the book entitled 
“Chastise” by Max Hastings. Yet again I invite any other book reader to write and submit a review 
of something you have read recently. I can assure you your review will be published. 
Future items of interest to VCAUSA members are listed in the ongoing calendar on the back page 
and may I particularly draw your attention to the notice concerning the annual Melbourne University 
CC Business Breakfast on page 14. 

Trevor Finlayson 
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… AND THE PRESIDENT – PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS 

Happy New Year to all members of the VCAUSA and their families and to all 
readers of Law 43.  We hope that you have rested over the festive season and 
are ready for warmer weather which is likely from January to March.  The Second 
Test finished just in time to avoid a 40+ day and DRS continues to be a subject 
of consternation amongst cricket watchers and commentators. 
Many of our umpiring and scoring colleagues will be in action at the National 
Cricket Inclusion Championships at Geelong in January - a perfect opportunity to 
hone skills and contribute to the development of blind, deaf and intellectually 
disabled cricketers from all over Australia.  Others will be on duty at Youth 
Premier League matches through January and we wish you good weather and 

excellent cricket. 
The December issue of Law 43 contained an article titled ‘CA IS DISINGENUOUS AND ITS 
SYSTEM SEXIST’.  The article did not include the name of the author but was taken from the on-
line newsletter Playing the Game, published by Martin Betts, an umpire from the Tasmania Cricket 
Umpires and Scorers’ Association and interested readers can find a link to the newsletter from the 
TCAUSA website.  Playing the Game reproduces news articles about umpiring and scoring from all 
over the world.  The article about the punishment handed to WBBL player Emily Smith was written 
by journalist Gideon Haigh, who has written about business and cricket for newspapers around the 
world and is a published author.  He is also a player and Life Member of the South Yarra Cricket 
Club in the Mercantile Cricket Association.  The article originally appeared in The Australian on 
1st December, 2019.  
To gain further insight into the issues surrounding Cricket Australia’s handling of this matter readers 
might like to investigate the following news articles - 
Chris Rowbottam – ABC News - 19 November, 2019 
Sarah Keoghan - Sydney Morning Herald - 28 November, 2019  
Kevin Roberts (Cricket Australia) - Daily Telegraph – 30 November, 2019. 
Cricket Victoria recently announced that Nick Frampton will replace Jason Leonard-Scott as the 
Umpiring Development and Education Manager.  We wish Nick all the best in his new role and thank 
Jason for his support of the VCAUSA over the past two years. 

Alan McCarthy 
----------------------------------------------------- 
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2019/20 NEW ZEALAND EXCHANGE – CANTERBURY REGION 
Arrival – Friday, 13 December, 2019 
I arrived safely and was met at Christchurch Airport by Jim Henderson, the President of the 
Canterbury Region Cricket Umpires’ Association (CRCUA). We headed directly to the 24Seven Inn 
in Christchurch itself and it is very, very nice and very new. I settled in and unpacked, then I awaited 
6:00 pm, that’s when Day 2 of the Trans-Tasman Day/Night Test in Perth began, local time. I enjoyed 
a light evening meal with a glass of red then it was a reasonably early night for me as it will be a big 
weekend, I can’t wait for the action to begin. 
Day One – Saturday, 14 December, 2019 
Christchurch Metropolitan Premier Grade Men’s Game between Easts Christchurch Shirley CC 
(ECSCC) vs Sydenham CC (SCC) at Burwood Park #1. It’s Day 2 of this fixture and I am collected 
by and umpiring with Matthew Hill, whom I had met and umpired with on his own exchange to 
Melbourne last January, an excellent umpire and great fellow. As it happens it will be an early start 
today, making up 15 minutes lost from last week and then it’s 100 overs for the day with 17 of those 
to be bowled in the last hour.  
Day 1 action had seen SCC trail ECSCC on the first innings and batting again, 0/17 overnight and 
trailing by 102 runs with all 10 wickets in hand. 
SCC batsmen played quite well with the top order contributing with a couple of 70s and a brilliant 
ton, allowing them to declare at 8/329, leaving ECSCC 38 overs to get 228 for maximum points. The 
chase was on, however a late flurry of wickets meant that with only three overs of play remaining, 
20-odd runs to get and just two wickets in hand, it was evident that it was time to shut up the shop 
and draw the game. They lost a further wicket and in a tense last over hung on to avoid the reverse 
outright. After the game the Skippers came to the umpires’ room to discuss the day’s events, which 
was a new and different experience. This conversation was led by Matthew and I felt that the 
Skippers were quite guarded in their comments. If the Skippers don’t use this opportunity for 
constructive discussion, I really wondered about the value of it. However, what a great forum for 
feedback and discussion! 
Matthew then dropped me back to my Motel where a few of the CRCUA umpires had gathered at 
The Bealey1 to say Kia Ora and enjoy a drop or two, which suited me down to the ground. I met 
some terrific lads, including David Henderson, who will be on exchange with us very soon in early 
January 2020. 
1 The Bealey is an Ale & Steakhouse, an excellent establishment, 50 paces from my door. They are a major sponsor of 
Canterbury Cricket including the umpires. 

Day Two – Sunday, 15 December, 2019 
Off to the Willows - a beautiful cricket ground in the North Canterbury countryside around 40 minutes 
from Christchurch, set up on the property of Michael Dormer, a cricket tragic and creator of The 
Willows Cricket Club (WCC)2. My umpiring partner was Peter Williams, a former first-class umpire 
from the Canterbury Country Region and a fantastic chap.  
2 (Further comments on this famous Cricket Club may be found in the following: 
(i) “CV – NZ Umpire Exchange” – Adam Hawking (Law 43 Vol 20 No. 5, 2013-2014 Season (page 14)); and 
(ii) “Diary From the 2018 Cricket Victoria – Christchurch Exchange” – Russell Hubbard (Law 43 Vol 24 No. 6, 2017-

2018 Season (page 10)),          Ed.) 

Today was an annual fixture against local Hawkswood Wanderers (HWCC). It was a somewhat 
green wicket but it played better than it looked. WCC faced their full 50 overs and put up an 
entertaining and agricultural 9/251. 
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During the lunch break, Santa paid a visit during the Willows Christmas Party and he even invaded 
the ground and started a massive lolly hunt, with dozens of kids following him on to the ground for 
a full lap of honour. It was a sight to behold, very heart-warming. 
Play was able to recommence and the WCC total proved too much for HWCC who were bundled 
out for 136 in just 28.2 overs. 
Shortly afterwards, there was a trophy presentation and speeches, which were very entertaining. 
Once that had concluded, I quietly presented a VCAUSA tie to Michael, in appreciation of his 
fantastic hospitality and the great opportunity to umpire on such a fabulous venue. 
Day Three – Monday, 16 December, 2019 
No Cricket 
I went on a walking tour of Christchurch Central and then made my way through the Botanical 
Gardens to Hagley Park Oval, the Test Cricket venue, where I took many photos, including one of 
an historical building which is the home of the Canterbury Region Cricket Umpires and Scorers 
Association, which is within the venue grounds. 

Day Four – Tuesday, 17 December, 2019 
Canterbury Country vs Southland at Mainpower Oval in Rangiora [not that far from The Willows]. 
Mainpower Oval is the home of Canterbury Country Cricket and hosts first-class games. 
Unfortunately for me, the heavens opened up from around 4:00 am and didn’t look like ceasing and 
the game was washed out. Let’s try again tomorrow . 
Day Five – Wednesday, 18 December, 2019 
I again woke to the rain belting down and it looked unlikely that I would get to this game. However, 
I got the message that there was play likely around mid-day, Day 2 of the fixture washed out 
yesterday, or so I thought.  
I was picked up by Tony Scott, who is the long-serving past Secretary of the CRCUA and a hell of 
a nice chap. On the journey, we talked all things cricket, reminiscing on those of you from our panel 
who had left impressions on him during your exchanges. Upon arrival to the ground, I was introduced 
to Peter Devlin, CEO of Canterbury Country Cricket, who showed me around the facility and 
surprisingly we had lunch before play even began, scheduled for a 1:00 pm start. I also discovered 
that the teams had managed to start the game late yesterday afternoon… that’s different! 
Canterbury Country (CC) had batted 23 overs and were 4/58. Note: Southland had brought their 
own umpire on tour, Mike Potter from Invercargill and he presided over yesterday’s play. 

 
Canterbury Region Cricket Umpires and Scorers Association building 

(Pictures courtesy Tony Medina) 

 
Christchurch Cathedral, damaged in the 
February, 2011 earthquake (Picture 
courtesy Tony Medina) 
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So Mike and I get play under way and CC are soon in more trouble and are quite quickly dismissed 
for 122 off 51 overs. Southland get to the tea interval at 0/22 off 13 overs and then win handsomely 
when play ceases at 6:55 pm at 2/256 off 68.3 overs. 
Day Six – Thursday, 19 December, 2019 
Jim and I travel back to Mainpower Oval for a T20, trial match with my old umpiring mate, Matthew 
Hill again, Jim scoring this time and the match starting at 12:00 noon. On the surface you’d think 
mid-week trial game, T20, no stress, bit of a hit and giggle… not so! 
Upon arriving at the ground, I discovered that this trial match was between Canterbury Men’s 
contracted players. The Canterbury Kings play in the NZ version of our BBL and this trial could put 
a player into the squad that will face the Central Stags in Napier this coming Monday. It was 
extremely competitive. I actually felt a physical and mental step up, like this is next level here, not 
what I was used to doing comfortably; it was quite a ‘light bulb’ moment for me. 
I was nearly cleaned up at the bowlers end second ball of the day, a powerfully struck straight lofted 
drive, which I managed to avoid, like a ninja! This also made me think, I had better be on my toes 
“moving-wise” as well. 
So back to the game, Canterbury Black bat first and post a very impressive 8/181 then Canterbury 
Red chase that down with one ball to spare, fantastic game, played just as you would imagine 
professional cricketers go about it. A fabulous squad of incredibly talented guys, led by their Coach, 
Brendan Donkers, and support staff. What an amazing experience! 
Day Seven - Friday 20 December 2019 
No Cricket  
I walked back into Christchurch Central again. They have a tourist Tram circuit which loops in and 
around the centre of town and it is well worth the riding experience. Of their fleet of 13 trams, they 
have two old Melbourne trams in use there. It just reminded me of my old school days, except there 
weren’t 90 kids jammed on to a 60-person tram travelling down High Street in Malvern.  
During the tram tour, the tram drivers do an awesome job, as we navigate through town, to describe 
the events of their earthquake tragedy of 2011. However, I was dealing with my own tragedy on this 
day. Alex Rance had shocked the AFL world by retiring and in honour of the great man, I wore my 
colours proudly and I managed to maintain my composure, being strong and bold and risking head 
and shin, absolute tragedy, unspeakable tragedy. We would have struggled to find a place for him 
in our 2019 premiership backline, so it’s probably for the best.  
I once again explored the Botanical Gardens, then the beautiful new Art Gallery, Earthquake 
Museum, all the general touristy things. 
Day Eight – Saturday, 21 December, 2019 
My last day on-field and I am collected by and umpiring with an exceptional chap named Roger 
Wyeth. We have 2 x T20 Canterbury Metropolitan Premier Grade Men’s games at Hagley Oval #2 
and we are using the historical building mentioned earlier. I am also introduced to Michael Fisher 
who is the Operations Manager for Christchurch Metro Cricket. 
Game 1 - St Albans CC (SACC) vs Old Boy’s Collegians CC (OBCCC) 
SACC win the toss and bowl, OBCCC struggle to 10/96 off 19.3 overs. SACC chase that down 
comfortably six wickets down in the 17th over. 
Break between games and Roger has gone the extra mile and provides me with a fantastic lunch 
and even a cup of tea, loads of chinwagging away and time flies and we’re out there again.   
Game 2 – St Albans CC vs Heathcote CC (HCC) 
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Heathcote had been promoted to Premier Grade after winning the Championship last season and 
St Albans are a perennial top-finishing team in Premier, very strong in all aspects of the game. 
SACC win the toss and bowl again, HCC make what appears to be a good total, 9/124 off their 20 
overs. SACC are behind in this game for the most part, however they sneak ahead when it counted 
and win eight wickets down with three balls to spare. 
No careers ruined, I had a great day with an excellent partner and now it’s back to SACC clubrooms 
for a cool beverage before returning to my Motel. 
The day was topped off with a “get-together” planned by 
CRCUA for the Christchurch umpiring fraternity at The 
Bealey, a great last night for me.  The company was very 
entertaining, loads of humorous stories from across the 
years of umpiring, many (99%) I couldn’t put to print and to 
say we enjoyed ourselves wouldn’t be doing it justice. I felt 
right at home and I was presented with a CRCUA tie by 
President Jim.  
Homeward Bound – Sunday 22 December 2019 
Jim chauffeurs me for the final time, to Christchurch Airport, 
where I present him with a VCAUSA tie and bid farewell. An 
uneventful flight home, as much as it’s great to go on an 
adventure it is also great to be back home. 
Acknowledgements 
I shall be forever grateful to Cricket Victoria and Jason Leonard-Scott, who offered me this 
outstanding umpiring opportunity. Thank you. I couldn’t get the grin off my face when I took that call 
from Jason. Obviously, I couldn’t do this without the support of my wife and family, who gave me 
the green light to participate at a particularly busy time of the year. 
In Christchurch, particular thanks to Jim Henderson, who kept me updated, checked in on me, drove 
me almost everywhere, chewed the fat over many and varied topics, including of course, all things 
cricket but mostly for just being really nice, friendly and very accommodating across my stay. Thank 
you also to Matthew, Tony and Roger for transporting me to and from venues, that is definitely 
appreciated and for the privilege of working on-field with Matthew and Roger in CMC fixtures was a 
great experience. I will share a penalty run situation that occurred on my first day on-field in a future 
article, it was quite unique in a number of aspects. 
To the VCAUSA, thank you for providing me with various mementoes, which I presented to 
officiating umpires. It was something that Matthew Hill had done on his visit last season and I was 
happy to reciprocate. It’s a nice touch. 
I know this has been said by all of those visiting umpires before me, however its gospel truth. If CV 
offers you this opportunity and you grab it with both hands and jump into this experience with an 
open mind and enthusiasm, you will have an amazing time and gain experience that you just can’t 
get back at home. I will never forget my time here, thank you once again Jason and CV for investing 
in umpire education/experience. Well worth it, in my view. 

Tony Medina 
 

 

 
Social Night at The Bealey with members of 
the Canterbury Region Umpires Association 
(L→R): David Miller, Matthew Hill, Tony 
Medina, Roger Wyeth, Darren Thomason, 
Jim Henderson (Picture courtesy Tony 
Medina) 
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WHAT ABOUT THE SPINNERS? 
Anyone who has been reading the sports pages of the newspapers prior to the Christmas break and 
the Boxing Day Test, would be well aware of remarks by Shane Warne, not only concerning the 
replacement of the injured Josh Hazlewood with James Pattinson rather than the stalwart Peter 
Siddle, but that a spinner should be added to the selected 11 for the Sydney Test. In fact, Shane 
Warne even suggested, somewhat controversially in my opinion, dropping Australia’s champion off-
spinner, Nathan Lyon, and his replacement with the young Queensland leg-spinner, Mitchell 
Swepson [1].  
In the same article, Warne is quoted as saying, “It’s up to each state to play these young spinners 
in Sheffield Shield games so they get used to bowling in all conditions. 
“They can’t say, ‘Well, the conditions don’t really suit, so we will leave the spinner out’. Spinners in 
all states have to have exposure to different conditions. 
“States have to remember they’re not just there for their own state, there’re there for the betterment 
of Australian cricket. They’ve got to encourage these young spinners.” 
These comments from Shane Warne have prompted me to report an example of spin bowling which 
I was privileged to witness in the match in which I was officiating just prior to the Christmas break. 
The match had little to do with state selection as mentioned in Warne’s comments, in that it was a 
4th Grade Premier match in which Footscray was playing Greenvale Kangaroos on the Tony 
Dodemaide Oval. Nevertheless, it displayed some excellent spin bowling. As one often observes in 
cricket, the moment a good spinner comes into the attack, the momentum of the game completely 
changes. 
In this case, on Day 1 of the match, the Footscray spinner in question, Matt Harris (“Harrie” to all his 
team-mates) was brought on by his captain as the seventh bowler to be used. At the time, the 
Greenvale Kangaroos innings was progressing reasonably well at one wicket for 100-odd. Matt 
Harris then bowled 21 overs continuously and finished with the figures of 21 overs, 8 mdns, 7/51, in 
a final innings total of 202. I have to admit that for the most part, “Harrie” was bowling what I would 
call “straight breaks” but they were on a very good length and directed mostly at the middle stump. 
I recall only one ball that actually turned and that was pitched on the off stump and bounced over 
the leg stump, missing the stumps by just a fraction of an inch. 
It reminded me of a “left-arm orthodox” bowler with whom I played cricket, myself, who prided himself 
as being “the only left-arm orthodox who never turned the ball.” But he did get wickets as did “Harrie” 
on this day on the Tony Dodemaide Oval. 
To make his match performance even more impressive, on Day 2 of the match, he top-scored with 
66 in a winning score for Footscray of 7/207. 
1. “Warne Backs Pattinson selection over ‘step backwards’ in Siddle” – Anthony Colangelo (The Age Tuesday, 17th 

December, 2019). 
Trevor Finlayson 

----------------------------------------------------- 

RECENT SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES 
650 Games Bill Sheahan Melbourne vs Prahran First XI (30 Nov & 7 Dec) 
150 Games Jason Leonard-Scott Carlton vs Fitzroy-Doncaster First XI (14 & 21 Dec) 
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EXPERIENCED TEACHER AND CV MENTOR SHARES HIS 
TEACHING SKILLS ELSEWHERE 

It is said that “Good teachers are born that 
way” and in the case of Eric Kelly, teaching 
was his profession. However, his teaching 
experience has not just been “in the class-
room”. He is both Assistant Advisor to the 
North West Metropolitan Umpires 
Association and a Mentor to CV Panel 
Umpires in 2nd Grade. 
But as a recent article written by Grace 
McKinnon and published in the Moreland 
Leader entitled “New drive for volunteers”, 
illustrates, even more of the teaching skills 
possessed by Eric are being put to good 
use. 
As Grace has reported, “The Moreland TAC L2P program is playing a key role in the lives of 
disadvantaged young people. 
“Former schoolteacher and L2P volunteer Eric Kelly, 72, has helped eight people get 120 hours of 
experience behind the wheel to get their driver’s license and said it gave him ‘satisfaction in spades. 
We are not just teaching them to drive, we are mentoring in other aspects as well,’ he said. ‘You get 
them as little kids ….. by the time we have finished with them they are young men and young women 
with a lot more confidence.’ 
“Mr. Kelly won the 2019 Moreland Volunteer of the Year award for his dedication to the program. 
“’The enjoyment that I get from being with the young people, it helps me stay young,’ Mr. Kelly said. 
“Each volunteer is matched with a learner driver who[m] they spend about two hours each week 
with – teaching them everything from driving on a freeway to the perfect parallel park. 
“The program needs more volunteers. Teachers are provided with a car and petrol. Learner drivers 
are aged between 16 and 20 and live, work or go to school in Moreland. They are unable to access 
a fully-licensed driver or car to build up their hours and gain driving experience. The program is a 
partnership between the Transport Accident Commission, Victoria, the Inner Northern Local 
Learning and Employment Network, Moreland Council, Victoria Police and local organizations. 
“New volunteers must undergo police and working with children checks which will be paid for by the 
L2P. 
“For more information or to become a mentor, contact Moreland L2P coordinator Fiona Thiessen on 
0457 791 480 or fthiessen@inllen.org.au.” 

----------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

 

Eric Kelly with his L2P car for the learner driver program in 
M l d  (Pi t  t  A d  B bill) 
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SOME JOHN COLLINS’ WISDOM 
“The game itself is a capricious blend of elements, static and dynamic, sensational and somnolent. 
You can never take your eyes away from a cricket match for fear of missing a crisis. For hours it will 
proceed to a rhythm as lazy as the rhythm of an airless day. A sudden bad stroke, a good ball, a 
marvellous catch, and the crowd is awake; a bolt has been hurled into our midst from a clear sky.” 

(from Cardus on Cricket – Sir Neville Cardus) 
----------------------------------------------------- 

“The great duffer of the game is the most enthusiastic.” 
R.A. Fitzgerald 

------------------------------------------------------ 

AND SOME MORE FOR GOOD MEASURE! 
“There is a very good way to return from a casino with a small fortune – go there with a large one.” 

Jack Yelton 
“Genius is one percent inspiration, ninety-nine percent perspiration.” 

Thomas Alva Edison 
“A short saying often contains much wisdom.” 

Sophocles 
(from A Little Book of Wisdom ed. David Notley, ISBN 0-7117-0985-8 (Jarrold Publishing Ltd., 1997) 

--------------------------------------------- 

A FEW GOOD SLEDGES AND OTHER COMMENTS 
“That wasn’t a bad bit of practice. I’ll be able to have a go at them tomorrow.” 

(Don Bradman to Bill Woodfull, after scoring 309 not out on the first day of the Third Test, Headingley, 11th July, 
1930.) 

“Oh, I get it. Nobody’s talking to Steve. Okay! I’ll talk to my f****** self.” 
(Steve Waugh after realising that England have decided not to sledge him.  Third Test, Old Trafford, 3rd July, 1997.) 

“Like and old lady poking with her umbrella at a wasp’s nest.” 
(John Arlott describing the batting of Austrtalia’s Ernie Toshack.) 

“The bowler’s Holding, the batsman’s Willey.” 
(Brian Johnston commentating on a 1976 Test when England batsman Peter Willey faced West Indian Fast bowler 

Michael Holding.) 

“You’ve come over to Leicester at a very appropriate time where the captain Ray Illingworth has just 
relieved himself at the pavilion end.” 

Brian Johnston 

---------------------------------------------------- 
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MANAGEMENT OF UNUSUAL WEATHER CONDITIONS 
On 30th December I was on-field at Launceston (University of Tasmania Oval) for a BBL match 
between Hobart Hurricanes and Melbourne Stars. The maximum temperature throughout the day 
was 34 degrees, although we were aware a storm was heading toward Launceston, the time of 
which was not clear. At the start of the match the temperature was a balmy 27 degrees. I was on-
field with Tony Wilds, with Paul Wilson in the 3rd umpire chair and Darren Close the 4th umpire.  
The match started on time, although after a couple of overs 
it was clear the weather was going to make the management 
of this match difficult. The storm came in and there was 
significant lightning (pictured) and thunder at the ground. 
The cameramen at either end of the ground decided it was 
too dangerous and left their scaffolding positions with the 
cameras fixed on the pitch. During the 5th over, there was a 
lightning strike very close to the stadium and this was 
enough for Tony and me to leave the field of play due to 
weather (dangerous conditions). This is an unusual 
occurrence for Victorian umpires. We rarely have to manage 
these conditions, although in New South Wales they have 
policy around lightning and thunder. Generally, it is the 
40/30 rule; 40 seconds between lightning and thunder. If this 
occurs, then players leave the field of play for 30 minutes from the time of the last lightning/thunder 
strike within 40 seconds. This allows ground staff to cover the pitch in safe conditions. 
After leaving the field of play in this match, we were required to monitor the weather conditions from 
a weather map, generally the Bureau of Meteorology (BOM). This provided us with advice on when 
the storm should cease. Whilst off the ground, umpires have the following roles: 

• On-field umpires: 
o monitor conditions including pitch and surrounds; 
o communicate information to stakeholders at the venue including 

captains/coaches/match-day managers (venue); and 
o conduct media interviews to keep viewers and broadcast abreast of the situation. 

• 3rd umpire: 
o monitor weather conditions via BOM; and 
o conduct wet weather calculations with a view to maximise play. 

• 4th umpire: 
o close liaison with curator/ground staff; and 
o monitor pitch and surrounds. 

It is fair to say that it is a very busy time for all umpires involved. 
In this instance, we remained off the ground for only 22 minutes, which, in the circumstances, is an 
outstanding result for all stakeholders. This was due to advice provided by weather experts and the 
excellent work of the curator/ground staff. 
The match continued for another four overs before we again had to leave the field of play during the 
10th over. This resulted in a reduced, 11-over match. During the second innings, as is now customary 
in Cricket Australia competitions, we played through heavy rain. Umpires are strongly encouraged 
to maximise play for the benefit of all stakeholders, inclusive of broadcast and the public. This is an 
expectation of Cricket Australia and one that I support, provided the conditions do not become too 

 
Lightning near University of Tasmania Oval, 
Launceston on 30th December, 2019. 
(Picture courtesy of Fox Sports) 
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dangerous. In the past, cricket stakeholders accepted that, in slight rain, we left the field of play. 
This is no longer the case. 
Unfortunately, after 7.4 overs, we left the field for the fourth time and were unable to return to 
complete the match. As a result, the Melbourne Stars claimed victory via Duckworth Lewis Stern 
(DLS). 
The match officials in this match received positive feedback from all stakeholders around our 
management of the dangerous conditions and ability to maximise play at all times. Occupational 
Health and Safety risks are becoming more prevalent in cricket. It takes strong leadership and 
decision making to leave the field of play in these circumstances and I strongly suggest you show 
this leadership if you are faced with similar circumstances. 

Phil Gillespie 
---------------------------------------------------- 

MEET ANOTHER RECRUIT FROM SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Tony Trist:  I have recently relocated to Ballarat, Victoria, from Adelaide, for a life-
style change and I am still umpiring, now with CV. 
In 2007, I wanted to get involved in something, so I took up Goal Umpiring with 
SAAFL. At the end of the football season, I wanted to do something else instead 
of staying at home doing the cleaning, etc. So, I contacted SACA and completed 
my level-one before starting my Cricket Umpiring career in season 2007/08.  
I managed to do both activities for about eight years before tearing my calf muscle 
in a SAAFL game. I never really recovered from that, so I gave up the goal 

umpiring.  
Now, instead of goal umpiring, my wife and I travel around the country to follow the Adelaide Crows 
at home and away. 
I have umpired 246 games for SACA including 28 1st grade games. I have served on the SACUSA 
committee for nine years including two years as Vice-President and two years as President.  
I have been married to my wife Liz for 33 years and have two sons Jonathan (28) and Adam (24). 
While the rest of the family have little interest in cricket (except for the Big Bash), my wife is my 
biggest supporter as an umpire. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY CC – BUSINESS BREAKFAST 
This year’s Melbourne University CC Business Breakfast will be held on Friday, 21st February, 2020, 
at the RACV City Club, 501 Bourke Street, Melbourne, commencing at 7:00 am.  As has been the 
case for this most entertaining event in recent years, the VCAUSA will book a table and subsidise 
the cost for financial members.  The cost per person will be $50:00 for a VCAUSA Member and 
$80:00 for a non-member. 
Should you wish to attend please contact the Secretary, Gerry Schembri, by Friday, 14th February. 
email:  gerry.schembri@gmail.com   Tel: 0409 817 719 

------------------------------------------------------ 
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 
Chastise – The Dambusters Story 1943 – Max Hastings (William Collins, London, 2019) ISBN 
978-0-00-828052-9 
Anyone who saw the film The Dam Busters (1955) would be familiar with the story of the Royal Air 
Force’s 617 Squadron and the attacks on the Ruhr dams on 17th May, 1943.  The building of a 
specialised weapon, the selection and training of a squadron in the space of eight weeks and the 
feats of aviation and science in delivering the weapon at low level was extraordinary.  The truth is 
even more remarkable. 
In the spring of 1943 less than 20% of Bomber Command aircrew survived long enough to complete 
30 missions.  Sir Arthur Harris (Commander in Chief of Bomber Command} believed that many of 
his “old lags” would not mind doing one more trip – he was wrong.  One crew when offered the 
chance to transfer to the new squadron for a “special mission” held a vote and 4-3 voted against 
joining.  In their place, Vernon Byers from Saskatchewan and his crew were sent – more drafted 
than selected.  He had no low-level experience and had only flown seven sorties before the raid and 
was described as “a dependable average pilot”.  Many were in their early twenties and the 
Commanding Officer, Wing Commander Guy Gibson was only 24.  One third of all the aircrew in the 
squadron came from Canada, New Zealand and Australia.  Harold ‘Micky’ Martin, an Australian pilot 
who had joined the RAF in 1939 was personally selected by Gibson because he was a low flying 
enthusiast but he was also described as “mad as a grasshopper”!   
The idea of breaching the Ruhr dams had been considered as early as 1937 however, it needed the 
genius of Barnes Wallis to bring it to fruition.  Harris was a sceptic, describing Wallis’ bomb as “…the 
maddest proposition …we have yet come across.”  The bomb was a cylinder, hung below the aircraft 
and spinning at 500 rpm before being released at 220 mph from 60 feet.  A height so low that when 
the bomb hit the water it showered the rear turret gunner.  60 feet is less than the length of a cricket 
pitch and to help the bomb aimer, lights were fitted to the underside of the aircraft, lights that helped 
pinpoint the aircraft for any flak defences.   
The Avro Lancaster bombers took off in three waves to attack the Mohne, the Eder and the Sorpe 
Dams in the Ruhr valley.  The Germans considered the odds of an attack on the Sorpe Dam to be 
so slight because of the terrain surrounding it that they had only one old soldier from the Volkssturm 
(Home Guard) with a rifle defending it.  To reach the dams the aircraft had to fly at low level avoiding 
pylons and towers and couldn’t use ‘Gee’ (ground radar) to fix their positions.  Flying low ensured 
they would not be picked up by enemy radar and so would not attract any night fighter aircraft.  
Navigating accurately was vital, picking up wind changes and landmarks to ensure they reached 
their targets with enough fuel to allow them to have a few “dummy runs” if needed before releasing 
“Upkeep”, the code word for the bomb. 

Alan McCarthy 
---------------------------------------------------- 
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2019-20, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 

Date Activity Notes 
Tuesday, 21 January,  
2020, 7:30 pm  

CoM Meeting  Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 11 February, 
2020, 6:00 pm 

CV T&D and VCAUSA 
Sausage Sizzle 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda  

Friday, 21 February, 2020 MUCC Business Breakfast RACV City Club, Bourke Street, 
Melbourne 

Thursday, 5 March, 2020, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D (Finals Umpires 
only) 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Monday, 9 March, 2020 Social Cricket Match VCAUSA vs Mount Waverley 
Vets 

Friday, 10 April, 2020 Premier Cricket Awards 
Night 

Venue TBA 

Friday, 1 May, 2020 VCAUSA Dinner and 
Presentation Night 

Veneto Club, Bulleen 

5 – 8 June, 2020 Joint SACUSA/VCASUSA 
Meeting Weekend 

Penola, South Australia 

 
VCAUSA ITEMS FOR SALE 

VCAUSA Jackets as shown in the picture, were introduced recently. They 
proved to be quite popular and following a second order a few remain at the 
price of $60.00. If you are interested in purchasing a jacket or any of the other 
items listed below, please contact Glenn Cumming.  
(glenn.cumming@gmail.com.) 
Embroidered, new style, polo shirts.  Made from 100% lightweight 
polyester, they are now available for purchase in sizes S, M, L, XL and 
XXL.  The member cost is only $35. 
Association Ties $25 
Association Caps $15 
VCAUSA Socks $1.00 per pair 
      (Black cotton socks with the VCAUSA logo embroidered in white on each sock). 
Cream Jumpers  $1.00 each 

(100% wool with the VCAUA/VCAUSA logo embroidered on the left breast) 

Chambray Shirts $1.00 each 
 (100% cotton casual chambray shirts, long sleeved with the VCAUSA logo embroidered on pocket) 

“Well Aged” Vintage Port $5/bottle 

 

 

 


